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Abstract. The paper is devoted to fostering the innovative thinking of secondary school 

students in the light of widespread introduction and de velopment of high-technologies, and growing 

demand for innovative specialists, particularly in technical and scientific spheres. The research, 

aimed at finding the ways for fostering the students’ innovative thinking, incorporates the definition 

and analysis of innovative mentality, including its cognitive and instrumental components, and 

various characteristics such as creative, theoretical, social, constructive, transformative, and 

pragmatic ones, which constitute a complex structure of innovative thinking. 

Based on the specified characteristics of innovative thinking, the authors define the main 

educational tasks for activating the innovative mentality, and demonstrate the ways for their 

fulfillment in the context of additional education. The authors believe that the above 

recommendations can reinforce the readiness of the young generation for innovative professional 

activity in different spheres, and develop their professional self-determination in accordance with 

the state demands for the advanced economy. 
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