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ORGANIC SOLIDARITY FORMATION
IN THE YOUTH ENVIRONMENT

Abstract. The research is aimed at investigating the social organisation
processes and the problems of organic solidarity formation in the youth environ-
ment.

Methods. The author applies for the mass formal and qualitative sociologi-
cal research that approves the types and reasons of social activity among repre-
sentatives of different youth groups. Empirical investigations named «Youth Policy
and Social Activity of Youth» were carried out in the south cities of Tyumen region
in January-February, 2014. 859 people took part in this survey. The series of the
qualitative survey was multistage, quota-share representing young people from
18 to 30 years with age-gender characteristics and settlement place. The methods
involve qualitative investigation of focus-groups; and the method of narrative in-
terviews. Data analysis was based on Emile Durkheim’s theoretical concept of so-
cial solidarity enriched by the term «social capital» in modern interpretation.

Results. The research findings demonstrate a gap between asserted and re-
al image of socially active and socially passive youth. Youth behavioral responses
within the context of social solidarity are analyzed. The youth imputation of gen-
eral, global «social passivity» is not proved by empirical verification. The author
notes that the most attractive activities for youth are sports, creative projects and
tourism; young people like least being involved in political events, building mutu-
ally beneficial cooperation relationships and meeting planning with representa-
tives of different cultures and nationalities. Communication, social relations, s o-
cial supports and altruistic motives (social benefit) are presented foremost in the
hierarchy of social activity motives.

Scientific novelty. The author classifies social behavior attitudes of today’s
youth. The author updates the terms «organic/inorganic solidarity», «social inte r-
course» and «social capital» by reference to specific empirical data. The possibili-
ties of self-presentation analysis of young social groups are considered.

The practical significance. The research outcomes reveal the disadvantages
and failures of contemporary educational system, theoretically-predicted social
consequences between differences of verbally formulated and fabulously distrib-
uted image of «socially active» and «socially passive» youth.
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